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Maine
BOAT
LAW
I960
STATE OF MAINE
Department of Inland Fisheries and Game
The Maine Boat Law is printed here in its en­
tirety. You will note that the registration of boats 
is confined to motorboats with more than ten 
horsepower, to be used on inland waters, which 
are defined in the first part of the law.
Boat owners who plan to use their boats in 
coastal or tidal waters as well as inland should 
register them with the Coast Guard, as the state 
registration does not have validity outside the in­
land waters. A boat numbered with the federal 
government or another state may be operated on 
Maine inland waters provided the boat has not 
been in this state for more than ninety days.
It should be noted that even if a boat is regis­
tered with the Coast Guard or another state, when 
the boat is kept in Maine for more than ninety 
days, its number must be recorded with the Maine 
Pish and Game Department before it may be used 
on inland waters.
Other parts of the law apply to the operation of 
any size boat on inland waters. These sections have 
to do with safe operation, safety equipment 
(lights), and procedures to follow in case of acci­
dent.
Safety equipment such as that recommended by 
the Coast Guard is not required under the new 
Maine law, but its use is strongly urged. The rules 
of the road and other boating information may be 
obtained from the Coast Guard.
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THIS ACT SHALL BECOME 
EFFECTIVE ON APRIL 1,1960
Chapter 36-A
Operation of Boats
Section 1. Declaration of policy. It is the policy of this 
State to promote safety for persons and property in 
and connected with the use, operation and equipment of 
vessels and to promote uniformity of laws relating 
thereto.
Sec. 2. Definitions. As used in this chapter, unless the 
context clearly requires a different meaning:
“ Commissioner” means the Commissioner of Inland 
Fisheries and Game.
“ Motorboat” means any vessel propelled by machin­
ery, whether or not such machinery is the principal 
source of propulsion, and whether or not such machinery 
is permanently or temporarily attached to such vessel, 
but shall not include a vessel which has a valid marine 
document issued by the Bureau of Customs of the 
United States Government or any federal agency suc­
cessor thereto.
“ Operate” means to navigate or otherwise use a 
motorboat or a vessel.
“ Owner” means a person, other than a lien holder, 
having the property in or title to a motorboat. The term 
includes a person entitled to the use or possession of a 
motorboat subject to an interest in another person, re­
served or created by agreement and securing payment 
or performance of an obligation, but the term excludes 
a lessee under a lease not intended as security.
3
“Person” means an individual, partnership, firm, cor­
poration, association or other entity.
“ Vessel” means every description of watercraft, other 
than a seaplane on the water, used or capable of being 
used as a means of transportation on water.
“Waters of this State” means any body of water, 
wholly or partly within the territorial limits of this 
State.
Sec. 3. Operation of unnumbered motorboats prohibited.
Every motorboat on the waters of this State propelled 
by machinery of more than 10 horsepower, whether or 
not such machinery is the principal source of propul­
sion, shall be numbered. No person shall operate or give 
permission for the operation of any motorboat on such 
waters unless the motorboat is numbered in accordance 
with this chapter, or in accordance with applicable fed­
eral law, or in accordance with a numbering system of 
the state of which he is a resident, and unless the cer­
tificate of number awarded to such motorboat is in full 
force and effect, and the identifying number set forth 
in the certificate of number is displayed on each side of 
the bow of such motorboat.
Sec. 4. Identification Number.
I. Application; certificate of number. The owner of 
each motorboat requiring numbering by this State 
shall file an application for number with the com­
missioner on forms approved by him. The application 
shall be signed by the owner of the motorboat and 
shall be accompanied by a fee of $2. Upon receipt of 
the application in approved form, the commissioner 
shall enter the same upon the records of the office 
and issue to the applicant a certificate of number, 
stating the number assigned to the motorboat and the 
name and address of the owner. The owner shall paint 
on or attach to each side of the bow of the boat the 
identification number assigned in order that it may
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be clearly visible. The number shall be not lessthan_3 
inches in height. The number shall be maintained in 
a legible condition. The certificate of number shall be 
pocket size and shall be available at all times for in­
spection on the motorboat for which issued, when­
ever such motorboat is in operation;
II. The owner of any motorboat already covered by 
a number in full force and effect which has been 
awarded to it pursuant to federal law or a numbering 
system of the state of which he is a resident, shall 
record the number prior to operating the motorboat 
on the waters of this State in excess of the 90 days 
reciprocity period provided for in section 6, subsection
I. Such recordation shall be in the manner and pur­
suant to the procedure required for the award of a 
number under subsection I, except that no additional 
substitute number shall be issued;
III. Should the ownership of a motorboat change, a 
new application form with fee shall be filed with the 
Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Game and a 
new certificate of number shall be awarded in the 
same manner as provided for in an original award 
of number;
IV. Ownership transferred or use of vessel discon­
tinued. Whoever transfers the ownership or discon­
tinues the use of a numbered motorboat or vessel and 
applies to the commissioner for numbering of another 
motorboat or vessel within the license period shall be 
entitled to a certificate of number, permitting the use 
of number assigned to the former motorboat or vessel 
upon payment of a transfer fee of $1. The certificate 
issued for the numbering of the former motorboat or 
vessel shall be returned to the said commissioner, 
showing that the ownership of such motorboat or 
vessel has been transferred or its use discontinued 
and that the certificate has been cancelled. If any 
certificate of number is lost, mutilated or illegible, 
the owner of a boat may obtain a duplicate upon ap­
plication and for a fee of $1;
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IV-A. The Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and 
Game may award any certificate of number directly 
or may authorize agents for the awarding thereof. 
In said event, agents may be assigned a block of 
numbers and certificates therefor which upon award, 
in conformity with this chapter and with any rules 
and regulations of the Commissioner of Inland Fish­
eries and Game, shall be valid as if awarded directly 
by the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Game. 
Such agent shall retain 254 from the fee provided in 
this section;
V. All records of the Commissioner of Inland Fish­
eries and Game made or kept pursuant to this section 
shall be public records;
VI. Every certificate of number awarded under this 
chapter shall continue in full force and effect for a 
period of 3 years unless sooner terminated or discon­
tinued in accordance with this chapter. Certificates of 
number may be renewed by the owner in the same 
manner provided for in the initial securing of the 
same;
VII. Every certificate of number shall expire on 
midnight of December 31st of the 3rd year of the 
3-year period for which it was issued;
VIII. The owner shall furnish the Commissioner of 
Inland Fisheries and Game notice of the transfer of 
all or any part of his interest other than the creation 
of a security interest in a motorboat numbered in 
this State pursuant to subsections I and II or of the 
destruction or abandonment of such motorboat, with­
in 10 days thereof; such transfer, destruction or 
abandonment shall terminate the certificate of num­
ber for such motorboat except, that in the case of a 
transfer of a part interest which does not affect the 
owner’s right to operate such motorboat, such trans­
fer shall not terminate the certificate of number;
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IX. No number other than the number awarded to a 
motorboat or granted reciprocity pursuant to this 
chapter shall be painted, attached or otherwise dis­
played on either side of the bow of such motorboat, 
except that nothing in this section shall be deemed to 
affect the display of such numbers as may be re­
quired under chapter 37, section 66 and chapter 49, 
section 9;
X. Every manufacturer or dealer in new or used 
motorboats requiring numbering by the State may, 
instead of an application for numbering each motor- 
boat owned by him, make application upon a blank 
provided by the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and 
Game for a general distinguishing number, color or 
mark. If the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and 
Game is satisfied that the applicant maintains a per­
manent place of business in the State where said ap­
plicant is engaged in the business of manufacturing, 
buying or selling of motorboats, he shall issue to the 
applicant a certificate of number. Such certificate of 
number shall contain the name, place of residence and 
business of the applicant and the general distinguish­
ing number, color or mark assigned to him and made 
in such form as the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries 
and Game may determine, and all motorboats owned 
by such applicant shall be regarded as numbered un­
der such general distinguishing number, color or 
mark until sold or exchanged. To be eligible for the 
renewal of such motorboat dealer identification plates, 
the applicant must maintain in the State of Maine a 
permanent place of business where said applicant is 
engaged in the business of manufacturing, buying or 
selling motorboats. The fee for every such certificate 
of number shall be $2. The Commissioner of Inland 
Fisheries and Game shall furnish the applicant with 
4 sets of identification plates at $2 per set.
Sec. 5. Lights. Every motorboat and vessel shall have 
aboard, when in operation during hours of darkness, a 
light sufficient to make the motorboat’s presence and
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location known to any and all other vessels within a 
reasonable distance.
Sec. 6. Exemption from numbering provisions. A mo­
torboat shall not be required to be numbered under this 
chapter if it is:
I. Already covered by a number in full force and 
effect which has been awarded to it pursuant to fed­
eral law or a numbering system of another state of 
which the owner is a resident; provided such boat 
shall not have been within this State for a period in 
excess of 90 consecutive days;
II. A motorboat from a country other than the 
United States temporarily using the waters of this 
State;
III. A motorboat whose owner is the United States 
or this State;
IV. A ship’s lifeboat;
V. A motorboat belonging to a class of boats which 
has been exempted from numbering by the Commis­
sioner of Inland Fisheries and Game after he has 
found that the numbering of motorboats of such class 
will not materially aid in their identification;
VI. Already under the jurisdiction of the Public 
Utilities Commission;
VII. A motorboat kept for use in connection with 
any boys’ or girls’ camp licensed by the Department 
of Health and Welfare, provided such motorboat is 
not rented or offered for hire to the general public.
Sec. 7. Boat liveries. The owner of a boat livery shall 
cause to be kept a record of the name and address of 
the person or persons hiring any vessel which is de­
signed or permitted by him to be operated as a motor- 
boat; the identification number thereof; and the depar­
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ture date and time, and the expected time of return. 
The record shall be preserved for at least 6 months.
Sec. 8. Operation of boats.
I. No person shall operate any motorboat or vessel 
or manipulate any water skis, surfboard or similar 
device in a reckless or negligent manner so as to en­
danger the life, limb or property of any person;
II. No person shall operate a motorboat or vessel or 
manipulate any water skis, surfboard or similar de­
vice while intoxicated or under the influence of any 
narcotic drug, barbiturate or marijuana;
III. No person shall operate a motorboat or vessel 
in a circular course around another motorboat or ves­
sel any occupant of which is engaged in fishing or 
any person who is engaged in swimming, water ski­
ing, surf boarding or similar activity;
IY. No person shall operate a motorboat or vessel 
so as to approach or pass within 200 feet of the 
shoreline of any lake or channel thereof at a place or 
point where such lake or channel is 500 feet or more 
in width, except at a minimum speed and for the 
purpose of trolling or for the purpose of approaching 
or leaving a dock, pier or wharf or the shore of such 
lake or channel.
Sec. 9. Age restriction for operators. No person un­
der 12 years of age shall operate a motorboat or ves­
sel propelled by machinery of more than 10 horse­
power unless under the immediate supervision of a 
person in such motorboat or vessel who is at least 16 
years of age.
Sec. 10. Collisions, accidents and casualties.
I. It shall be the duty of the operator of a vessel 
involved in a collision, accident or other casualty, so 
far as he can do so without serious danger to his
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vessel, crew and passengers, if any, to render to 
other persons affected by the collision, accident or 
other casualty such assistance as may be practicable 
and as may be necessary in order to save them from 
or minimize any danger caused by the collision, acci­
dent or other casualty and also to give his name, 
address and identification of his vessel in writing to 
any person injured and to the owner of any property 
damaged in the collision, accident or other casualty;
II. In the case of collision, accident or other casual­
ty involving a vessel, the operator thereof, if the 
collision, accident or other casualty results in death 
or injury to a person or damage to property in excess 
of $100, shall file with the Commissioner of Inland 
Fisheries and Game a full description of the collision, 
accident or other casualty, including such information 
as the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Game 
may, by regulation, require. Such report shall not be 
referred to in any way, and shall not be evidence in 
any judicial proceeding.
Sec. 11. Local regulation prohibited. The provisions 
of this chapter and of other applicable laws of this 
State shall govern the use, operation, equipment, num­
bering and all other matters relating thereto whenever 
any vessel shall use the waters of this State, and no 
subdivision of this State shall regulate or otherwise 
legislate for any of the subjects dealt with in this 
chapter.
Sec. 12. Enforcement. Every law enforcement officer 
in this State shall have the authority to enforce the 
provisions of this chapter and in the exercise thereof 
shall have the authority to stop and board any motor- 
boat or vessel subject to said provisions.
Sec. 13. Disposition of fees. All fees collected by the 
Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Game under this 
chapter, upon receipt thereof by him, shall be for­
warded daily to the Treasurer of State, and shall be
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credited to the funds of the Department of Inland 
Fisheries and Game.
Sec. 14. Penalties. Any person who violates any pro­
vision of this chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor 
and shall be punished by a fine of not more than $50 
for each such violation. All fines, penalties or officers’ 
costs shall accrue to the Treasurer of State, in accord­
ance with chapter 37, section 129.
Sec. 15. Rules and regulations. The Commissioner of 
Inland Fisheries and Game may make reasonable rules 
and regulations necessary for the proper administra­
tion of this chapter. He shall publish in pamphlet form 
and distribute free of charge the provisions of this 
chapter together with such rules and regulations and 
also a list of such recommendations pertaining to safety 
equipment and water traffic rules as he shall deem 
advisable.
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TEN COMMANDMENTS OF 
BOATING SAFETY
1. Don’t change seats in a boat or a canoe. This is 
one of the major causes of boating accidents.
2. Don’t go out in a boat or canoe without a life pre­
server. Even the best of swimmers can’t compete 
with cold water.
3. Don’t overload your boat. Know its capacity and 
don’t take “just one more.”
4. Don’t venture out on lakes or ponds in bad weather.
Maine’s larger lakes can be treacherous when the 
wind springs up.
5. Don’t stand up in a boat. Learn to cast from a 
sitting position and do all of your fishing while 
sitting in a boat.
6. Don’t fish from slippery rocks or logs. Avoid the 
slippery ones if you must step on rocks and logs. 
Move about slowly and always look before you 
step.
7. Don’t wade streams carelessly. Always be sure 
that you have enough backing on your reel to cope 
with sprints of fish, but, in any case, don’t chase 
them downstream.
8. Don’t side-cast near another person. Overhead is 
the only safe way to cast when another person is 
near.
9. Don’t wander off into strange waters. If you 
don’t know the waters, hire a guide; it’s his job to 
know them. Darkness blots out familiar landmarks, 
so don’t stay out after dark unless you are sure 
you can get back.
10. Don’t mix fishing and alcohol. An unsteady step 
while wading a stream, or poor coordination while 
handling a boat can be disastrous.
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